Optic disk swelling and abducens palsies associated with OKT3.
Orthoclone OKT3 is a monoclonal murine IgG immunoglobulin used to treat acute cellular rejection of allografted organs. Aseptic meningitis and meningoencephalopathy are known adverse side effects from the drug. OKT3 caused additional ophthalmologic and neurologic complications in an 18-year-old woman who was treated for transplanted kidney graft rejection. Papilledema and bilateral abduction deficits developed. Results of magnetic resonance imaging and magnetic resonance angiography were unremarkable. Lumbar puncture disclosed increased intracranial pressure and sterile meningeal inflammation. Most of the symptoms resolved by one week after discontinuation of OKT3. Ophthalmologists and neurologists should be aware that optic disk swelling and abducens palsies can be associated with OKT3 when used in the treatment of transplanted kidney graft rejection.